59.   GUJARATI EQUIVALENTS FOR PASSIVE RESISTANCE, ETC.
In response to our offer1 of a prize for the best Gujarat! equivalents
for certain English words, we have received some entries, almost all of
which, we are sorry to say, are useless. Only four persons took the trouble
of sending in suggestions, and it would thus appear that our readers take'
little interest in the language used in Indian Opinion or in Gujarati. One
of them says that "passive resistance" can be rendered as pratyupaya. He
explains the word as connoting [the state of] being passive to what-
ever happens and taking all possible remedial measures. The word and
the explanation are both worthless. Pratyupaya means counter-measure.
Opposing good to evil will then be pratyupaya, but so will be the use
of force to solve a problem. Passive resistance means resistance of evil
with inner force instead of physical force* The explanation offered bet-
rays ignorance. A passive resister cannot remain passive to everything
that happens. In other words, he will always pit his inner strength
against everything evil. Another equivalent that has been received is
kashtadhin prativartan2. Here the word prati is superfluous and suggestive
of antipathy. It betrays an ignorance of language. Kashtadhin vartan
has in it a suggestion of the significance of passive resistance. But it is
a big word and does not convey the full meaning. The third term is
dridha pratipaksha3. Like pratyupaya, this too cannot be used to convey
the meaning we attach to passive resistance. The person who sent in
that word has also sent us an equivalent for "civil disobedience". It
appears to have been sent in without much thought. The word suggested
is satyanadar. The meaning here is the contrary. It means "disobedience
to truth", that is, resistance to truth,4 Civil disobedience is disobedience
to untruth, and it becomes "civil" if it is "truthful" in its manner. The
word [civil] also includes the meaning of passive. We have therefore only
one word available to us for the present, and that is satyagraha. The
person5 who suggested this word would not like his name published,
neither does he want the prize. Not that he means any slight to the
1 Vide Vol. VII, p. 455.
2 Prativartan ^ resistance; kashtadhin prativartan = resistance through submission
to hardship
3 Dridha pratipaksha = firmness in resistance
4 The correspondent may have intended it to mean "truthful disregard" of laws,
using ^lc?l as an adjective.   Literally, however, it could mean, as Gandhiji assumed,
"disobedience to truth".
5 This was Maganlal Gandhi; he had suggested Sadagraha as an equivalent for
passive resistance, which Gandhiji changed into satyagraha.   Vide Satyagraha in South
Africa, Gh. XII.